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Catechesis ...about Liturgy 
 
East and light as symbol:  We all know that the sun rises in 
the east, but most of us probably don’t realize what a strong 
symbol this has always been, both in Christian theology and 
architecture. 
Resurrection: All four gospels mention that it was early in the 
morning on the first day of the week that the disciples found an 
empty tomb. Hence, the sun rising in the east is a natural 
symbol for resurrection. Morning Prayer, ideally celebrated 
early in the morning, is a resurrection prayer and has motifs of 
light and glory as well as praise. 
Second Coming: From the earliest times Christians looked 
east for Christ’s second coming, the direction of light and a 
new dawning of life. 
Church axis: Early church buildings were always constructed 
on an east-west axis; the altar was situated at one end so the 
assembly, standing, facing the altar, faced east. A parallel 
symbolism of this axis is that as they left the building they left 
facing west—a symbol for darkness, sin and evil. This was a 
constant reminder that the light and life showered upon the 
assembly at liturgy was to be taken into a world darkened with 
sin, and Christians were to be the light that dispels darkness. 
Posture: In the early church it was customary to turn eastward 
for prayer. During baptisms the elect would face westward to 
renounce Satan and then turn eastward to recite the Creed.    

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY 
Sessions will resume on Thursday January 6th and 
Sunday January 9th. 
 
NATIVITY PAGEANT 
Today, January 2, 2011 at 2:00 PM, the children of 
Nativity will present a Christmas Pageant at the Church. 
Come and celebrate with us!  
 
FIRST PENANCE PROGRAM:  Our Second Paraliturgy 
for First Penance will take place on Saturday January 8th, 
at 11:00 A. M. in the Church. All children in the program 
and their families are required to be present for this 
important time of prayer and catechesis. We ask the 
prayers of the parish community for these children and 
their families. 
 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 2011 
Enrollment Forms for the 2011 Confirmation Program 
were mailed and need to be returned to the 
Catechetical Center by January 16th, 2011. We ask that 
you give your attention to the return of the 
information. 
 
ATTENTION PARENTS OF LITTLE ONES  
Our well-received service of Good News for Little Ones 
will take a mini vacation for the next two Sundays, Dec 
26th and Jan 2nd. We will reopen on Sunday Jan. 9th. 
We would like to thank our fine staff of catechists, 
adults and teenage assistants for their service and 
dedication to the Little Ones of Nativity. We also 
appreciate the fine 
response that parents 
have given to this 
program. 
 

Church of the Nativity  
will be having a...  
  

Men’s Cornerstone 
April 1st - April 2nd 2011 
 

Please mark your calendars and consider participating  
in this great men’s weekend retreat. 
 

For more information please contact the rectory at 
201.444.6362. 

Coming April 15th-16th  
for all women of the parish  

                      

A retreat for women of the parish will be held at 
the Carmel Retreat House in Mahwah. Come meet 
other women while growing  
spiritually in your faith.   
Details coming soon. 

Mark your calendars! 
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Christmas Flowers 2010 Donated  
by or in Memory of 

Paul Di Cristina 
Sophie Whitelaw 
Joseph Casaccio 
  By Mr & Mrs Herbert  
      Whitelaw 
Robert & Catherine 
Hoeppner 
Marie Mazzara 
  By Mr & Mrs Robbert  
      Hoeppner 
Deceased members of 
Baffney & Doster Families 
  By Mrs Margaret Doster 
Smith & Cunningham 
Families 
  By Mr & Mrs Albert Smith 

Ann Dibella 
  By Dr & Mrs Richard Coco 
Deceased members of the 
Keller & Moran Families 
  By Mrs Patricia Keller 
Steve Redl 
  By Mrs S Redl 
Anthony Cassese 
Mr & Mrs L Turchioe 
  By Mr & Mrs Peter  
      Turchioe 
Rev James Boyce 
  By Mr & Mrs Daly 
Larry, Michael, & Bobby 
Murgia 
  By Mr & Mrs Louis Murgia 

 
 

 
 

 
STAR GAZERS 
  
 In a French cathedral there is a 
charming stone carving of the three kings 
wearing crowns and sharing one cozy bed. An 
angel points to a star and gently touches the 
hand of one king, who has awakened. The star 
is the one that led the kings to Bethlehem, and 
the angel is warning them not to return to 
Herod. Tradition says that they were Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar, the first non-Jews to 
worship the Son of God. In the Middle Ages 
houses were blessed on Epiphany, reflecting 
how these magi found Christ “on entering the 
house.” Try reviving this ancient tradition. 
Incense the house, sprinkle holy water, and 
write in chalk over every outside doorway “20 
+ C + M + B + 11” (or whatever the year is). 
The letters honor the three kings and also 

stand for Christus mansionem 
benedicat, “May Christ bless 
this home,” and symbolize 
welcoming everyone into the 
home as Christ. 
 
Copyright © 2010, World Library 
Publications. All rights reserved. 

SFIC Basketball Festival 
 

The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children – which provides 
partial tuition scholarships for economically disadvantaged 
children in Bergen, Essex Hudson and Union Counties – will 
hold its 8th Annual Basketball Festival in January.   
 

The Girls' Festival has a tripleheader with St. Anthony’s vs. 
Holy Angels, Paramus Catholic vs. Roselle Catholic, and Mt. 
St. Dominic Academy vs. IHA on Saturday, Jan. 8, 2011 
starting at 1:00 pm at Paramus Catholic HS.   
 

The Boys' Festival features Seton Hall Prep vs. Hudson 
Catholic, St. Benedict’s Prep vs. St. Patrick’s, St. Peter’s Prep 
vs. Trenton Catholic, and St. Anthony vs. St. Joseph’s on 
Sunday, Jan. 9, 2011 starting at 12:00 pm at Kean University 
in Union.   
Call (973) 497-4279 to purchase tickets or order online at 
www.sfichoops.com. 

                      The Shepherds are gathering… 
              

                Friday January 7th  
                After the 12:10 Mass 
                In the McGrath Room 

                         
Please mark you calendars to attend this meeting and a 
very special luncheon (not sandwiches) to celebrate the 
Shepherds’ presence at the crib. 
 

This year promises to have something for everyone. In 
addition to monthly meetings and luncheons, we will be 
planning some new fun and community service events. 
You can participate at any level you want. 
 

New members welcome! Please consider joining the 
flock.  RSVP to by Wednesday, January 5th to  
Mary Lou Balog 201-445-2534 mlbalog@optonline.net 

              Mark Your Calendars! 
         

          Parish  
            Pancake Breakfast 

 
Sunday  

January 30th 
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Feast of the Epiphany  
Saturday, January 1, 2011 
5:00 pm - Bring Your Bells 
Sunday, January 2, 2011 

Bring Your Bells 
8:00 am 10:15 am & 12:00 Noon 

 

Sunday, January 2, 2011 
Nativity Pageant 

2:00 pm 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 8, 2011 

5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 9, 2011 

8:00 am 10:15 am & 12:00 Noon 

Church of the Nativity 
2010 Christmas Schedule  

 

Come Celebrate With Us... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Children of Nativity 
Present  

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday 
January 2, 2011 

2:00 PM 
In the Church 

 
 
 
 

 
Another year is dawning 

with the chance to start anew.  
May I be kinder, wiser, Lord,  

in all I say and do.  
 

I know not what may lie ahead 
of laughter or of tears;  

I only need to know each day 
that You are walking near.  

 
I'm thankful for this brand new year 

as now I humbly pray,  
My hand secure in Yours, dear Lord,  

each step along the way.  
 

Kay Hoffman 

Scripture Study 
Scripture Study will begin again on Tuesday,      
January 11th at 1:00 PM in O’Connell Hall. The 
topic for this semester is The Infancy Narratives.  
Since this is a new session, 
newcomers are welcomed. 
For more information please  
contact Mary Lou Balog  
201-445-2534  
mlbalog@optonline.net 


