
Anointing 
Two communal celebrations of anointing are celebrated 
one in the Fall and one in the Spring of each year. If 
anyone is ill, homebound, or in the hospital, please notify 
the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 
The Common Policy for Marriage for all Dioceses of the 
State of New Jersey require notification of marriage at 
least ONE YEAR in advance. Please contact one of the 
parish priests to set a date. 
 

Religious Education 
Office Hours:   Mon-Thurs            9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Classes        Grades K-6  Sun      9:00 am -10:00 am 
                                      Thurs   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
         Grades 7-8   Sun     9:00 am - 10:15 am 
           Thurs    7:15 pm 
Home Classes (special scheduling) 

Good News for Little Ones (ages 2 ½ - 5) 
During the 10:15 am Mass   October - June 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) 
Anyone interested in becoming a Roman Catholic be-
comes a part of the process, as can any adult Catholic 
who has not received all the Sacraments of Initiation, 
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. For further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory. 
 

Penance/Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4:15 to 4:30 pm in the vesting sacristy in the 
lobby of the church, or by appointment in the Rectory. 
 

Baptisms 
The Sacrament of Baptism for 2011 will be January 9th, 
February 27th, May 1st, June 5th.  Arrangements are 
made by contacting the Rectory soon after the birth of 
the baby. Baptismal catechesis is required of all parents. 
Please call the Rectory for details. A member of the  
Baptism Preparation Ministry will contact the parents 
prior to the Baptism. 

Church of the Nativity 

315 Prospect Street ~ Midland Park, New Jersey  07432 

Mission Statement 
 

The Church of the Nativity is a welcoming family committed to proclaiming the gospel values  
of Jesus Christ. Under the guidance of the Holy Family: 
   
     e are called to dedicate ourselves to build a Christian community that grows in faith  
     and prayer through the celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

     e are called to witness in our daily lives the vision of Christ as taught in the Beatitudes.  
 
 

     e are called to encourage one another to share our talents and resources in the service of all God’s people. 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Rev. Peter K. Funesti,  Pastor 
Rev. Raymond E. Rodrigue, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. James A. Burke, In Residence 
Rev. Msgr. Thomas P. Nydegger, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Mr. Michael Kim, Transitional Deacon 
Kaye Zbonack, Parish Secretary 
Jack Polito, Business Manager/ CTC School Liaison 
Olivia L. Harrington, Religious Educ. Coordinator 
Janet Nemec, Director of Lay Ministries 
Denis J. Mullins, Director of Music Ministry 
Lorraine DeLuca, Religious Educ. Assistant 
Mary Lou Balog, Pastoral Assoc. for Stewardship 
Sean Conyngham, Pastoral Assoc. 
Jim Chiappini, Organist 
Ciarán Sheehan, Cantor 
Roberto Hurtado, Maintenance Supervisor 
Pedro Herrera, Maintenance Staff 
 


 

Patricia Birrer & Russell Kamp, Parish Trustees 
Rev. Ronald Stanley, O.P., In Residence 
Emmanuel Agu, Seminarian 
Alex Orozco, Seminarian 
Ronaldo Bustamante, Seminarian 

Masses 
Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00, 10:15 am, 12 Noon 
Holy Days: Consult Bulletin 
Daily: Monday - Friday 12:10 pm (chapel) 
 

Parish Membership 
Every family participating regularly in the spiritual life of 
our parish is encouraged to register. Forms are available 
in the church or at the Rectory. If you move or change 
your address, kindly notify the Rectory. 

 Catechetical Center 
201.447.1776 

Email: NativityCCD1@aol.com 

Rectory 201.444.6362 
FAX 201.444.5056 
Email: Nativityrcc@aol.com 

Parish Website 
www.churchofthenativitynj.com 
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A voice came from the heavens, 
saying, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased.”  
                                 — Matthew 3:17 

Mass Please Remember Mass Requested By 

Saturday 
Jan 8th 
5:00 Mass  

Jane Van Brundt 
6th Anniversary 
 

James Parker Jr. 

Claire & Stan        
Laikowski 
 

Dave & Barbara    
Korpics 

Sunday January 9th  

8:00 Mass Jane L. D’Ambra Michael & Lydia    
Celuch 

10:15 Mass Robert Greer Rosemary & Richard 
Rehbein 

12:00 Mass Timothy Rem Maureen McCabe 

Monday 
Jan 10th 
12:10 Mass 

Mary Sue Sullivan 
Gates 

Mary & Richard Kunz 

Tuesday 
Jan 11th 
12:10 Mass 

Larry, Michael & 
Bobby 

Rosella & Lou Murgia 

Wednesday 
Jan 12th 
12:10 Mass 

James J. Parker Jr. Molly & Doug Patrick 

Thursday 
Jan 13th 
12:10 Mass 

The Pfund Family Jane & Jerry         
Matthews 

Friday 
Jan 14th 
12:10 Mass 

Patricio Fernandes Wife, Maria 

Saturday 
Jan 15th 
5:00 Mass  

Raymond “Mickey” 
Finn 

Carruthers Family 

Sunday January 16th  

8:00 Mass Maureen Boyle 
 

Victoria Piejak 

Mary & Noel Bradley 
 

Mary & Jeff Allyn 

10:15 Mass Robert Greer 
 

Katarzyna Krzysik 

The Balog Family 
 

Barbara & Bud  
Wostbrock 

12:00 Mass Cliffy Shaver 
25 Years 

Mary & Fred Shaver 

Please remember in your prayers the sick  
 

Please remember in your prayers  
the recently deceased 

Carmella Petrillo 
Elizabeth Jelliffe 

Ruth Tucci 
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The Church of the Nativity Prayer 
Chain is accepting prayer requests. 
Please call the rectory with your 
request. 



Living The Paschal Mystery 
 

Here is the paradox of gospel living: by self-giving we are self-
fulfilled. By self-giving we align ourselves with our baptismal 
call to identify with Jesus. By self-giving we embrace the 
mystery of being plunged into his dying and rising, pledging 
ourselves to lives of goodness and holiness. In face of the 
great good God gives us—being pleased with us as beloved 
daughters and sons—whatever tensions we might encounter in 
being faithful to the Spirit’s indwelling seem small, indeed. 

T raditions are very important to us no matter what 
they are. They are the signs and the symbols of how 
we mark and make events important. Traditions are 
the way we teach others what is significant in our 
lives. We find comfort in traditions that are familiar 
because they connect us to people and special 
moments.  
That is exactly what this feast is all about today; ‘The 
Baptism of the Lord”. Jesus didn’t need John to 
baptize him; but Jesus knew how important it would 
be for those disciples of John to see him submit to 
being baptized by John. Jesus wanted to show us, 
how we all are invited to be part of the baptism of 
God. Jesus also wanted to demonstrate that being 
baptized isn’t just something we do in private, but that 
it is something we do with support of the community.  
I am excited today because at the 12 o’clock Mass we 
will be baptizing a new child. His name is Ryan 
William Boufford. His parents are Stacy & Benjamin 
Boufford. Ryan is also the grandson of Carol & 
Gerard Hufnagel. Let us pray with them as they bring 
their son to the Sacrament of Baptism within the 
community of the church (which is all of us). 
 

 
 

I want to thank all of you who gave to the special 
appeal for the people suffering in Colombia. We 
raised over $3,700; quite impressive!!! I will keep you 
posted to what specifically Alex used the money for. I 
do know that when I talked to him a few days ago he 
had purchased blankets and pillows for a number of 
families; and he was at the supermarket with his 
family buying food for 70 families. 
 

 
 

There is a tension in the gospel between John and 
Jesus. Jesus comes to John for baptism; John wants to 
“prevent him”. Jesus says, “Allow it”; John does what 
Jesus asks. How often as baptized followers of Jesus do 
we experience tension between ourselves and what 
Jesus is asking us to do? In giving ourselves over to 
Jesus the tension is resolved, the power of the Spirit is 
unleashed and the identity of Jesus is revealed to the 
world. 
 

Our natural response to tension is try to eliminate it. In 
fact, tension often can be a call to growth, catalyst for a 
new self-understanding and source of revelation of our 
own goodness. 
 

Taken from Living Liturgy 

Peace,  

 

A Word   
from the 

Pastor 

Church of the Nativity  
will be having a...  
  

Men’s Cornerstone 
April 1st - April 2nd 2011 
 

Please mark your calendars and consider participating  
in this great men’s weekend retreat. 
 

For more information please contact the rectory at 
201.444.6362. 

To All the Good People of Nativity 
Parish, 
 

Thank you all  for the overwhelming 
love, support and prayers that you 
have extended to Owen and to our 
entire family during the last five 
months since we learned of Owen’s 
illness. We will forever be mindful 
and thankful for your gift of love. 
 

Owen is in Heaven with God and all 
of the saints. 

Owen is joy. 
Owen is patience. 
Owen is strength. 
Owen is bravery. 
Owen is unity. 
Owen is love. 

 

Owen will be with us always. 
 

May God continue to bless you all. 
 

                    Sincerely, 
            Tom & Jean Hoffman  &  
           and our Extended Family 
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Catechesis ...about Liturgy 
Baptism and epiphany: Epiphany originates in the 
Eastern Church where they celebrated both the 
birth of Jesus and his baptism on January 6 (their 
theology holds that Jesus was “manifested” or 
“given birth” by the announcement at his baptism 
that he is the beloved Son). By the late fourth 
century the Western Church had added this date to 
its liturgical calendar and celebrated three events, 
captured beautifully in the Magnificat antiphon for 
Epiphany: “Three mysteries mark this day: today 
the star leads the Magi to the infant Christ; today 
water is changed into wine for the wedding feast; 
today Christ wills to be baptized by John in the river 
Jordan to bring us salvation.” These three events 
link together the one identity and mission of Jesus. 
 
At Epiphany we read in the gospel how the magi 
are led by a star to the newborn King of the Jews; 
thus is Jesus manifested to all nations. Jesus’ 
identity is further revealed at his baptism where the 
heavens open and the voice of God announces 
Jesus as the beloved Son. This identity is further 
manifested in Jesus’ ministry to others—at his first 
miracle at Cana where he changes water into wine 
and saves the wedding couple embarrassment and 
in all his ministry when he reaches out to anyone in 
need. 

We would like to express our thanks: 

 To Father Peter Funesti, our Pastor, for his vision to 
help us see the true meaning of Christmas. 

 To the Pageant Team: Mrs. Blanca Bowers, Mrs. 
Nicole Cieri, Mrs. Lorraine DeLuca, Mrs. Beth Ann 
DeMarco, Mrs. Sue Hartmann, Mrs. Laurie Kamp 
and Mrs. Trish Olson for their commitment and hard 
work. 

 To the parents: Thank you for building your 
children’s foundation to the community of Nativity. 

  
FIRST PENANCE PROGRAM: On Saturday January 
22nd at 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM in church, Children, their 
parents, and other family members have been invited to 
a celebration in which the children have an opportunity 
to go to confession for the first time. Families have been 
notified of their assigned time. Please pray that the 
children’s first experience of Sacramental Reconciliation 
will be one that leads them to seek God’s healing love in 
the Sacrament throughout their lives. 
 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM: 
On Sunday, January 16th, at our 10:15 A. M. Liturgy, 
our parish will welcome 50 teenagers into 
the Confirmation Program. They will take part in a 
“Welcoming Mass” as a sign of their being “accepted” by 
the community to receive the sacrament. As candidates 
they will enter a period of final preparation, which 
includes completion of service projects, participating in 
learning lessons and attending a day of Retreat.  We ask 
your prayerful support for these young people of our 
parish community as they seek to deepen their 
relationship with the Lord at this most meaningful time in 
their lives.  
Reminder to all candidates…Preparation sessions will 
begin: 

 Sunday January 16th from 11:30 A.M. – 1:30 P. M.  
All candidates are to meet in the Chapel. Please check 
your schedules. You will receive a phone call from your 
group leader before sessions begin. Any questions? call 
the Center @ 201-447-1776  
 
ATTENTION PARENTS OF LITTLE ONES 
We are open today Sunday Jan. 9th. We would like to 
thank our fine staff of catechists, adults and teenage 
assistants for their service and dedication to the Little 
Ones of Nativity. We also appreciate the fine response 
that parents have given to this program. 

Coming April 15th-16th  
for all women of the parish  

                      

A retreat for women of the parish will be held at 
the Carmel Retreat House in Mahwah. Come meet 
other women while growing  
spiritually in your faith.   
Details coming soon. 

Mark your calendars! 

The Church of the Nativity       
joyfully welcomes the newly    

baptized… 
 

Kristina Bella 
McKim 
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As our Parish celebrates today with the Church 
everywhere, the Baptism of Jesus, we see  
children being baptized and we should reflect that 
all of us, who have or who will enter the Christian 
Community, should see Jesus’ Baptism as His 
desire to join with all (of Israel) in “ just saying no”  
to all that is sinful and saying “yes to being open to 
receive the Lord in whatever manner He chooses 
to come to us.” 
Baptism is the first of the Sacraments of 
INITIATION. INITIATION IS A BEGINNING and we 
who are initiated NOW  BELONG to a Community 
which has ridded itself of “original sin” and is 
therefore allowed and ENCOURAGED to 
participate FULLY in the life of its church. Do we 
ever reflect on our own Baptism and/or that of 
those we have brought to be baptized?  Baptism 
has brought us into a very special Faith 
Community. Do we demonstrate our membership 
in that Community? Does our participation in our 
Baptismal Community reflect the same kind of 
“ownership” as does our involvement with other 
groups to which we belong: our children’s PTO; 
sports and recreational groups; social 
organizations, etc.?  Baptism, calls us to be 
Stewards to the FAITH community to which we 
belong sharing with it our time, our talent and our 
treasure. When Jesus was baptized, God spoke 
loudly saying “This is my beloved son in whom I 
am well pleased.” Can each of us hear God 
speaking loudly to us saying: “In YOU  I am well 
pleased?” For this and for all of us “We Pray to the 
Lord.” 

Thank you for your  
continued support  
of your Parish. 
 
 
 

Collection for Dec. 26th                $  5,358 
Budgeted Revenue*                      $11,474 
Surplus/(Deficit)                          ($ 6,116)    
 
 
Solemnity of Mary (Jan. 1st)        $    1,341 
 
 
 
 
Collection for Jan. 2nd                 $  7,449 
Assessment Collection       $  1,527 
Total         $  8,976 
Budgeted Revenue*                     $11,474 
Surplus/(Deficit)                         ($  2,498)    
 
 
 
*Amount needed each week to pay our parish expenses 

 

Number of 
Weekly  

Envelopes 
161 

Number of 
Envelopes 

81 

Number of 
Weekly  

Envelopes 
220 

Number of 
Assessment 
Envelopes 

84 

              Mark Your Calendars! 
         

          Parish Pancake Breakfast 
 

Sunday  
January 30th 

Dear Parishioners of Nativity, 
 

Once again I would like to thank 
you for your commitment to 
OASIS.  Because of your generosity, 
you helped make Christmas possible 
for more than 500 families!  I know 
that times are hard for most people, 
but you never let me down, you 
always come through and show what 
the true meaning of Christmas is all 
about.  I can tell you first hand that 
you put smiles on many faces and 
made a Merry Christmas where there 
may have been none.  I want to 
thank you all once again and wish 
you a very happy 
and healthy New 
Year! 
 

Sincerely, 
Mary Ellen Vitti 
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Free Home 
Movie Nights 

 

The past few years the Adult Religious Education      
Ministry has shown a number of outstanding DVD’s. 
These DVD’s are now available for your home viewing. 
With nothing on television these days, why not choose a 
good movie to watch. To borrow one of these DVDs 
please contact Janet Nemec at 201 444-6362.  
Below is the list of movies available: 
 

 

Amazing Grace-The inspiring story 
of how one man’s passion and   
perseverance changed the world.  
Based on the true story of William 
Wilberforce (Ioan Gruffudd)  
 
 
 

 

Pope John Paul II-this film follows Karol Wojtyla’s 
(John Voight) journey from his youth in Poland 
through his later days on the Chair of St. Peter. It 
explores his life behind the scenes: how he 
touched millions of people and changed the face 
of the Church and the world. 
 

 
Romero-He started a revolution without guns,  
without an army, without fear. Because one man’s 
courage can be the most powerful weapon of all. 
Romero (Raul Julia) predicted that “If they kill me, I 
shall rise in the Salvadoran people.”   
 
 

 
The Mission-This movie is a powerful action epic 
about a man of the sword (Robert DeNiro) and a 
man of the cloth (Jeremy Irons) who unite to 
shield a South American tribe from brutal        
subjugation by 18th century colonial empires.   
Winner of a Cannes Film Festival Best Picture 
Award, the events portrayed are very close to as 
it actually happened. It includes a breath taking 
music score. 

 
”Il Papa Buono” Pope John XXIII- This inspiring 
film on Blessed Pope John XXII (Ed Asner) is shot 
on location in Italy, This movie tells the whole life 
story of  John XXIII from his youth to the papacy. 
John XXIII proved to be his own man when he 
surprised the Church and world by calling for the 
Second Vatican Council.   
 

 
Padre Pio-Miracle Man-this film portrays the life, 
times and personality of St. Pio of Pietrelcina. As 
a dramatic film biography, it is not a strict narra-
tion of facts. Viewers find themselves wondering, 
“Did it really happen just like that?”  As they 
watch this film they can be assured that it more 
or less did. 

Scripture Study 
Scripture Study will begin again on Tuesday,      
January 11th at 1:00 PM in O’Connell Hall. The 
topic for this semester is The Infancy Narratives.  
Since this is a new session, 
newcomers are welcomed. 
For more information please  
contact Mary Lou Balog  
201-445-2534  
mlbalog@optonline.net 

2011 WINTER EVENTS ARE COMING! 
 

G.I.F.T., which stands for Growing In Faith and 
Theology, is a collaborative program that is sponsored 
by 10 area Catholic parishes including Nativity. 
 

“Your Internal Spiritual GPS”    
God’s Power Source for our life’s direction. 
Tuesday, Jan.11th – 7:30-9pm at St. Luke Parish Center, Ho-Ho-Kus – 
Rev. Jim White              
 

Fr. Jim White is a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark.  He has served as 
parochial vicar in St. Luke’s, Ho-Ho-Kus, St. Philomena’s, Livingston, O. L. of 
Good Counsel , Washington Township, Chaplain at St. Michael’s Hospital, and 
Bergen Catholic High School.  Fr. Jim is currently teaching at Seton Hall Prep, 
Newark. This Workshop sponsored by St. Luke’s Parish and GIFT. 
 

‘Jesus Echoes “I Do”’ 
Wednesday, Feb.9th 7:30-9:00pm at St. Luke’s Parish Center, Ho-Ho-
Kus – Deacon John McKeon    
For engaged and married couples: An Interactive, insightful and fun 
experience in marriage communication. 
 

John McKeon has been a Deacon at St. Luke’s Parish for the past 10 years.  
He is a licensed clinical social worker and regional director for Special 
Education in Northern Valley School System.   
This Workshop sponsored by St. Luke Parish and GIFT. 
 

“Celtic Spirituality” 
Thursday, March 3rd 7:30-9pm   Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 
Ridgewood – Sr. Kathleen Deignan    
 

Sr. Kathleen Deignan, CND holds a Master’s Degree in the history of Christian 
Spirituality and a Doctorate in Historical Theology form Fordham University.  
Sister is a Professor of Religious Studies and founder of the Iona Spirituality 
Institute, which she directs at Iona College.  Sister is also a composer of sacred 
and liturgical song. 
 

“Why Confess?” 
The relevance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation for today. 
Tuesday, March 15th - Rev. Vincent Fortunato, O.F.M., Cap. 7:30-
9:00PM  St. Luke Parish Center, Ho-Ho-Kus 
This Workshop is sponsored by St. Luke Parish and GIFT. 
 

“The Tomb is Empty” 
Biblical Passages of the appearances of the Risen Lord will be 
explored. 
Tuesdays, April 23rd, May 3rd &10th - 7:30-9:00PM   St. Luke Parish 
Center, Ho-Ho-Kus – Rev. Jim White  
 
To register for these Workshops call: Roberta Maguire 201-444-5690       


