
Anointing 
The communal celebration of anointing will be celebrated 
on February 11, 2012. At any time during the year, If  
anyone is ill, homebound, or in the hospital, please notify 
the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 
The Common Policy for Marriage for all Dioceses of the 
State of New Jersey require notification of marriage at 
least ONE YEAR in advance. Please contact one of the 
parish priests to set a date. 
 

Religious Education 
Office Hours:   Mon-Thurs            9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Classes        Grades K-6  Sun      9:00 am -10:00 am 
                                      Thurs   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
         Grades 7-8   Sun     9:00 am - 10:15 am 
           Thurs    7:15 pm 
Home Classes (special scheduling) 

Good News for Little Ones (ages 2 ½ - 5) 
   During the 10:15 am Mass   October - June 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) 
Anyone interested in becoming a Roman Catholic       
becomes a part of the process, as can any adult Catholic 
who has not received all the Sacraments of Initiation, 
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. For further        
information, please contact the Rectory. 
 

Penance/Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4:15 pm in the vesting sacristy in the lobby of 
the church, or by appointment in the Rectory. 
 

Baptisms 
The Sacrament of Baptism is scheduled for the following 
dates in 2012: February 19th, April 15th, May 20th and 
June 17th. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory soon after the birth of the baby. Baptismal cate-
chesis is required of all parents. Please call the Rectory 
for details. A member of the Baptism Preparation Minis-
try will contact the parents prior to the Baptism. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The Church of the Nativity is a welcoming family committed to proclaiming the gospel values  
of Jesus Christ. Under the guidance of the Holy Family: 
   

     e are called to dedicate ourselves to build a Christian community that grows in faith  
     and prayer through the celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

     e are called to witness in our daily lives the vision of Christ as taught in the Beatitudes.  
 
 

     e are called to encourage one another to share our talents and resources in the service of all God’s people. 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Rev. Peter K. Funesti,  Pastor 
Rev. Raymond E. Rodrigue, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Carlos (Charlie) Briceno, Transitional Deacon 
Olivia L. Harrington, Religious Education Coordinator 
Denis J. Mullins, Director of Music Ministry 
Janet Nemec, Director of Lay Ministries 
Lorraine DeLuca, Religious Education Assistant 
Mary Lou Balog, Pastoral Associate for Stewardship 
Kaye Zbonack, Parish Secretary 
Jack Polito, Business Manager/ CTC School Liaison 
Jim Kenny, Pastoral Associate 
Rev. Msgr. James A. Burke, In Residence/Weekend Assist. 
Rev. Msgr. Thomas P. Nydegger, Weekend Assistant 
Jim Chiappini, Organist 
Ciarán Sheehan, Cantor 
Roberto Hurtado, Maintenance Supervisor 
Pedro Herrera, Maintenance Staff 
 


 

Russell Kamp & Tia Patterson, Parish Trustees 
Rev. Ronald Stanley, O.P., In Residence 
Emmanuel Agu, Seminarian 
Alex Orozco, Seminarian 
Ronaldo Bustamante, Seminarian 

Masses 
Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00, 10:15 am, 12 Noon 
Holy Days: Consult Bulletin 
Daily: Monday - Friday 12:10 pm (chapel) 
 

Parish Membership 
Every family participating regularly in the spiritual life of 
our parish is encouraged to register. Forms are available 
in the church or at the Rectory. If you move or change 
your address, kindly notify the Rectory. 

 Catechetical Center 
201.447.1776 

Email: NativityCCD1@aol.com 

Rectory  
201.444.6362  FAX 201.444.5056 
Email: Nativityrcc@aol.com 

Parish Website 
www.churchofthenativitynj.com 

February 5, 2012 

315 Prospect Street Midland Park, NJ 07432 



The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 5, 2012 

 


 

[The LORD] tells the number of the 
stars and calls them by name. 
                                       — Psalm 147:4 
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Mass Please Remember Mass Requested By 

Saturday 
Feb. 4th 
5:00 Mass 

Louis Aquadro 
 

Rosemary Dobson 
21st Anniversary 

Bill Troncone 
 

Claire & Stan Laikowski 

Sunday February 5th  

8:00 Mass Shirley Manzo Pat & Fred Shaver 

10:15 Mass Vincent Veli 
 

Phyllis Alevras 

John & Rosalie Giudice 
 

Fernandez Family 

12:00 Mass James R. Dunkerley 
 

Linda Troise 

Julianne & Anthony Medici 
 

Kieselbach Family 

Monday 
Feb. 6th 
12:10 Mass 

Anna Damiano 
 

Carmela Cassese 

George & Jo Thompson 
 

Andrew & Janet Nemec 

Tuesday 
Feb. 7th 
12:10 Mass 

Margie McGarr 
 

Margaret Schiermeister 

Mother 
 

Robert Whitely 

Wednesday 
Feb. 8th 
12:10 Mass 

Joseph & Margaret 
Cantwell 

Barbara & Ray Cantwell 

Thursday 
Feb. 9th 
12:10 Mass 

For all the souls in  
Purgatory especially  
deceased members of 
FOSS 

Victor & Judy Bastis 

Friday 
Feb. 10th 
12:10 Mass 

Ethel Fiore Linda & Nissa Zigarelli & 
Ralph 

Saturday 
Feb. 11th 
5:00 Mass 

Josephine Johnson Mary & Jeff Allyn 

Sunday February 12th  

8:00 Mass Shirley Manzo Frieda Mastrantuono 

10:15 Mass Alfred T. Avella 
 
 

Josephine Johnson 

Thomas, Terrence & Alice 
Avella 
 

Carmen & Peter Marks 

12:00 Mass Katherine Ryerson 
 

Ethel Fiore 

Bill Troncone 
 

Mary Minervini & Phyllis Veli 

Please remember in your prayers the sick  
Jeff Allyn, Dan McCaskill, Sofia Babasade 

Please remember in your prayers  
the recently deceased 

Edmund Petrillo, Peter Stark, William DeRoker, 
Eugene Keane, Marcella Tierney, Irene Stix 

Thank you for your  
continued support  
of your Parish. 
 
Collection for Jan.28th & 29th       $ 8,650 
Budgeted Revenue*                      $11,474  
Surplus/(Deficit)                                             ($  2,824)    
 

*Amount needed each week to pay our parish expenses 

Jan 28th & 29th 

The Church of the Nativity Prayer Chain is 
accepting prayer requests. Please call the 
rectory with your request. 

Number of 
Weekly  

Envelopes 
229 



T hank you to Russ Kamp for being such a good steward this past 
weekend. As you know Russ is one of our trustees and is chair of the 
finance council. He was present at all the Masses this past weekend to 
keep everyone updated on the ‘State of the Parish’. He delivered the 
Power Point presentation on the financials for this year. He gave us a very 
transparent and honest picture of what we have and what we need.  
 

“STEWARDSHIP IS OWNERSHIP,” if we own NATIVITY then we MUST 
realize that we own all that goes along with it. I spoke to all who were at Mass 
about filling out the green Stewardship Opportunities Form. I stated that it was 
my goal to have everyone, who want to be counted as a member of the 
parish, complete one of these forms. 
 

I speak often about the fact that we are a ‘Stewardship Parish.’  
 

Do you believe that we are a Stewardship Parish? 
And do you know what it means to commit to a Stewardship Parish?   

 

Well by committing yourself as a member, first, you are committing yourselves 
as a member to worship and pray at Nativity each week. Second, you are 
committing to share whatever you can of your time, talent and treasure. I 
received so many comments about how beautiful the church looked at 
Christmas and it was all of your contributions that made it so. The campus of 
our parish constantly needs upkeep and that can only continue to be done 
through your donations. Our Church is warm in the winter and cool in the 
summer. Again—you make it so. This weekend’s Gospel tells us how Jesus 
healed Peter’s Mother-in-law. And when she was healed, she got up, and 
began to serve them.  
 

The Stewardship of Treasure provides our community with a safe place to 
pray, a safe place to gather, and a community of priests and stewards to 
whom you can bring your needs. I invite you once more, Please, become 
a Steward of the Church of the Nativity. 
 

 
 
Thoughts on the Scripture: 
Jesus’ healing of Peter’s Mother-in-law was very personal: he approached 
her, he grasped her hand, and helped her up. Further, in reaching out to the 
“the whole of Galilee” Jesus responds to the universal human condition of 
misery and hopelessness. But he always does so in a very personal way. The 
ministry of Jesus is truly about all humanity’s experiencing the transformation 
of human hopelessness through personal encounter with Jesus. 
 

A sick child instinctively seeks the touch of a loving parent; he or she wants 
the parent to sit by the bed, to be near. Even as adults, when  we are ill or 
down-and-out, we seek comfort from a trusted and caring other who grasps 
our hand. As the gospel illustrates, in times of trouble we need the personal 
touch and presence of another.  
 
Taken from the Living Liturgy Peace,  

 

A Word  
from the 

Pastor 

If you are at The Valley Hospital to have a baby, it is a happy 
and special visit. If you are there for sickness, accident,   
surgery, treatment or need the Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick, your visit can be stressful to both the patient and     
family. No matter what the reason, Nativity’s pastoral staff 
and Hospital Visitors will be there to support you throughout 
your stay. 

 
In order for you to automatically get a visit from a Nativity 
Hospital Visitor or a member of The Valley Pastoral Care, 
upon entering the hospital you need to answer “Catholic” 
when you are asked your religion. Also when asked, please 
note that you are a parishioner of Nativity. If you don’t make 
it known that you belong to Nativity, then we do not know you 
are there. If you enter The Valley Hospital through the          
Emergency Room, when you are completing your paperwork 
please make it known somewhere that you are Catholic and 
a Nativity parishioner. You may not be directly asked in the 
Emergency Room. 
If you or a loved one has a scheduled hospital visit at The 
Valley Hospital, please call the rectory (201.444.6362) and 
let us know when you will be there.  
Also, please call the rectory if you need Fr. Peter, Fr. Ray or 
Fr. Burke to come for a blessing or to administer the        
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

Living the Paschal Mystery 
 
In all these healings (and we will be hearing more in the 
Sundays to come), we receive glimpses of the greater 
mystery being revealed by Jesus: the mystery of salva-
tion, the movement from death to life. The evil that effects 
all of our lives in one way or another is a reminder that 
the kingdom of God is  “not yet” fully established. The 
healings and Good News of Jesus are reminders that the 
kingdom is “already” gradually being revealed in the 
words and deeds of Jesus whose mission is to inaugu-
rate God’s kingdom. 
By means of personal encounters with individuals in the 
healings, Jesus establishes a relationship with others so 
that he might preach the Good News that God’s kingdom 
is at hand. The healings performed by Jesus inaugurate 
the “nearby villages”. We know what Jesus did: encoun-
tered people and offered them wholeness. As his disci-
ples, this is our work as well. It is our way of life. We must 
be as up close and personal as Jesus was. 
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K-8 PROGRAM: Just a reminder… There will be NO CLASSES due 
to the Winter Break 
Sunday Group: Feb. 19th and 26th. Classes will resume March 4th.  

Thursday Group: Feb. 23rd. Classes will resume Thurs., March 1st. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM:  The First Communion of the 
children in our parish is an event of great joy for our whole 
community! We all share the joyful anticipation of the families whose 
children will soon begin their preparation to receive Jesus in 
Communion for the first time.   
There will be many opportunities for the parish community members 
to take part in special ways in the First Communion preparation. But, 
all of us have a mission to support the children and families in their 
spiritual journey by offering them the witness of our faith and prayer. 
In the weeks to come we will let you know how you can welcome the 
children and their families and help them sense the joy of belonging 
to our community.  
All parents who have expressed an interest in taking part in the First 
Communion program will attend an important meeting to help them 
reflect on the place of the Sacrament of Communion in their own 
lives and in the lives of their children. 
 

Dates of Meetings: February 6 (Mon.) Last names (A – H) 
                         February 9 (Thu.)  Last names (I – Z) 
Place:   McGrath Room 
Time:   7:30 PM  
Children in this grade will now begin their immediate preparation for 
First Holy Communion by sharing the “At Home Sessions” and 
attending special liturgies.   
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM: 
Just a few reminders… 
No sessions February 19th and 26th – Sessions resume March 4th 
Interviews are now being scheduled. 
Community Service forms are due on March 31st. 
Mandatory Confirmation Retreat: Saturday March 31st 
There are still forms that have not been returned.  
   Please give your immediate attention to this matter. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please call the CCD Office at 
201-447-1776. 
 

GOOD NEWS FOR LITTLE ONES PROGRAM 
This program for children 2 ½ to 5 years of age will help them come 
to know the Good News of God’s Love and the concern for them. A 
staff of trained catechists and volunteers is currently presenting it. 
GOOD NEWS FOR LITTLE ONES is open during the 10:15 AM 
Mass on Sundays in the upper room of the Church. We invite 
parents to bring their children to this program as they attend Mass.  
Children who attend Kindergarten should remain with their 
parents in the Church. For children under 2 ½ years of age, we 
ask that you make use of the cry room. Thank you! 

 

Catechesis ...about Liturgy 
 

The church’s ministry to the sick: The strength of God 
is especially needed at times of illness. The church is 
well aware of the need for God at this time and has an 
extensive, personal ministry to those who are ill. First, 
there is a special sacrament for those who are sick or 
dying. Either individually or in a communal celebration, 
the sacrament of the sick not only brings comfort and 
healing to the ill but also the prayers of the whole 
church. Second, the permission for extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion to take Holy Communion 
to the ill and homebound is another personal expression 
of Jesus’ healing ministry through the work of the 
church. Third, each time we exercise our baptismal 
priesthood and pray intercessions for the sick and dying 
(during liturgy or during our own private prayer), we are 
participating in Jesus’ healing ministry. 

The Knights of Columbus #5498 will be 
selling tickets for their Annual Fish & 
Chips Dinner in the back of the Church 
after each Mass.  

 
The K of C Fish & Chips Dinner  
Friday February 24th,  
The First Friday in Lent  

4:30 - 7:30 PM 
Kennedy Hall 
$13.00 per ticket. 
Mac & Cheese for the little ones $3.00 per 
ticket 
 

Advance purchases will assure a dinner 
There will be no chicken served at this event 

For more information contact  
Rich 201.873.5134/201.652.6945 

Next weekend every parishioner will 
have the opportunity to participate 
in the 2012 Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal. During each Mass, bro-
chures and pledge envelopes will 
be distributed for your review. You 
will then be asked to make a pledge 
by completing the pledge envelope 
right in the pew. Please be as     
generous as possible. 
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SPEAK LIFE 
  A group of frogs was traveling through the woods 
looking for a bigger pond when two of them fell into a 
very deep hole. The other frogs crowded around, and 
when they saw just how deep the hole was they shook 
their heads and started calling to the two frogs at the 
bottom that they were as good as dead. The two frogs 
ignored the shouting and with all their might kept trying 
to jump up out of the hole. The other frogs jeered at 
them and told them to give up as their efforts were 
useless. Finally, one of the frogs stopped jumping and, 
panting heavily, fell on his side. He lay still and soon died. 
The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could. 
The crowd of frogs yelled at him to stop the pain and just 
give up and die. He jumped even harder, and finally 
made it out of the top of the hole. When he got out, the 
other frogs were astonished and asked him, “Didn’t you 
hear us?” The frog look puzzled and asked them to 
repeat what they had just said because he was a bit deaf. 
He thought they had been shouting encouragement to 
him! There is power in the tongue. An encouraging word 
to someone in difficult circumstances can lift them up 
and help them to make it through another day. 
Destructive words, on the other hand, can be all it takes 
to deprive them of hope and life. The power of words is 
much greater than we may think. Be careful what you 
say. Speak life to those who cross your path. The person 
who makes the effort to encourage another is special 
indeed.  Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Attention All Men   
 

Nativity-St. Luke’s Men's  
Cornerstone has its own email  
address! If you have considered attending  
and are on the fence, registering for the Men's  
Cornerstone on March 9–10, 2012 can't get any 
easier. Just send an email to  
 

Cornerstone@cornerstone2012.com  
 

and include your name, address & phone number. 
If you have any questions, please call Sean 
Conyngham  (917) 359-3303 or Jim Kenny (201) 
444-6362.    

 
 
 

 
To recognize World Marriage Sunday, on the February 
11/12 weekend, we would like to identify Nativity’s       
couples celebrating a special Wedding Anniversary this 
year. If you are celebrating your 1st, 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 
25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, or 50th +… please     
complete the form below and you will receive a special 
blessing and a certificate at the Mass you attend.  

 

World Marriage Sunday Form 
 
Wife’s Full Name_______________________ 
 
Husband’s Full Name___________________ 
 
2012 Anniversary Celebrating_______Years 
 
Mass attending February 11/12___________ 
 
Phone Number________________________ 

World Marriage Sunday 
February 12, 2012 

Nativity now provides Online Giving—a convenient 
and safe way to make a one-time or recurring  
donation. Getting started is easy—just visit our 

website, www.churchofthenativitynj.com, and click our Online 
Giving link. When you participate, your gift will be securely trans-
ferred directly into the parish bank account. And, you won’t have 
to remember to write a check or stop by the ATM on Sundays!  

With the completion of the new missal, we now have new 
Roman Missals. If there is someone in your life whom 
you would like to memorialize in this sacred book, you 
now have the opportunity to do so. For a donation of 
$200 for the Missal on the Chapel altar, your loved 

one’s name will be inscribed. You can also memorialize 
someone in one of the four remaining priests’ study missals for $150.  
To donate an offering for one of Nativity’s new missals in memory of a 
loved one, please contact Fr. Peter. 

Did you know Fr. Peter 
has a video message on 
the website since the 
first week of Advent?   
Checkout the Pastor's 
Corner and Welcome.  
 

Did you know that  
On Our Horizon has all 
the future events with in 
one click on the Website?  



February 5, 2012                                                                     The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday 
February 6 

7:30PM MG - First Communion Meeting  
                       (last names A-H)  

Tuesday 
February 7 

1:00PM CHA - Legion of Mary 
1:00PM OH - Scripture Study 
7:30PM C - Choir Practice 

Wednesday 
February 8 

 

Thursday 
February 9 

10:30AM UR - Mom’s Group 
7:30PM MG - First Communion Meeting  
                       (last names I-Z) 
8:00PM OH - Knights of Columbus Meeting 
7:30PM St. Luke’s - Men’s Cornerstone Meeting 

Saturday 
February 11 

11:00 AM C/MG - Communal Anointing Mass  
                              and Luncheon 
World Marriage Weekend 
AAA Weekend 

Sunday  
February 12 

World Marriage Weekend 
AAA Weekend 
9:00AM C - Mass for differently-abled people 
11:30AM CHA/SMG - Confirmation Class 

Friday 
February 10 

 

 

Feb 6th 

KEY    

C-Church OH-O’Connell Hall MG-McGrath Room CHA-Chapel 

S-School KH-Kennedy Hall UR-Upper Room R-Rectory 

WEEK OF 

Calling All Women of the Parish 
Church of the Nativity Women’s Retreat 

 

OUTRAGEOUS HOPE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday, March 23rd   5:00PM 
through 

Saturday, March 24th  5:00PM 
at 

Carmel Retreat House 
1071 Ramapo Valley Rd 

Mahwah, NJ 07430 
 

Presenter  
Anna Graziano 

Certified Spiritual Director 
 

This retreat will focus on hope’s saving power and how it 
gifts us with power to live fearlessly in a fear-filled world. 
Together we will explore the gift of hope through various 
types of prayer including praying with Scripture, imagery 
prayer, meditation, body prayer (simple movements)   
 
Music       Quiet Time     Journaling     Group Sharing 
 
Please fill out the registration form below to reserve your spot…... 
Cost:  $90 per person –double occupancy-  includes meals, semi-
private bedroom with bathroom.  There are a limited number of 
single occupancy rooms available at $110.  This will be on a first-
come, first-serve basis. 

 
 

Name _________________________________________________   
 
Phone_________________________________________________ 
  
E-mail _________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________________________________ 
 
Roommate preference ___________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to The Church of the Nativity and mail to: 
                      

Irene Schiffer, 72 East Center Street, Midland Park, NJ  07432 
 

A letter will be sent shortly before the retreat detailing what to bring.  
If you require assistance with the registration fee or for additional 
information please contact Irene at (201) 652-5788  or  
imschiffer@optimum.net  
 

This form is also available on our website...  
churchofthenativitynj.com under “On Our Horizon” 

Mark Your Calendars & 
Hold the Date for the... 

 
 

 

 
Saturday, March 17th 

Stay tuned for more details! 

 


