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I WANT TO SEE 
 You have to admire Bartimaeus, whose story is told in today’s Gos-
pel, for his sheer dogged persistence. A blind beggar, sitting by the 
Jericho road, he heard that Jesus—the healer, the forgiver of sins, the 
son of David—was passing by. Bartimaeus called out again and again 
to Jesus, although people in the crowd nearby told him to hush. Jesus 
heard his calls and asked him to approach. “What do you want me to 
do for you?” said Jesus. “Master, I want to see.” Jesus gave Bartimae-
us his sight, saying “Your faith has saved you.” Blindness was a com-
mon affliction in ancient times. Some were actually born blind; others 
lost their sight from various causes, such as cataracts or infections, 
which nowadays would be treatable. Not only were the blind often 
forced to beg to survive, but they could not serve as priests or offer 
sacrifice because of the notion that blindness was the result of sin. God 
turned things upside down: a man without eyesight was the one who 
possessed the clearest vision of who Jesus truly was. We do not link 
physical blindness with sin anymore, but consider spiritual blindness. 
Spiritual blindness is whatever holds us back from a full Christian life. 
The usual suspects are pride, jealousy, envy, greed, and similar sins. 
But consider also lack of trust in God, failure to really believe the good 
news of Jesus Christ, weakness in our prayer life, and reluctance to do 
good—not just for those we love, but especially for those who have 
harmed us. And let’s not forget hope. If we truly believe that sin and 
death are not the end, and that eternal life waits for those who love and 
serve God, then we cannot be blind to hope. 
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Wednesdays 10:00AM McGrath Room 
Call Phyllis for info 201-560-0470 

Seniors...Every Thursday at 9:30 
starting Oct 15th, we’ll meet at 
Wordendyke Park in Midland 
Park for a walk around the 

park, weather permitting. Info call Phyllis Veli 
201-560-0470 or email elephyl@aol.com. 

JPII RESPECT LIFE MEETING AT ST. ELIZABETH  

St. E's in Wyckoff Respect Life Ministry will be hosting a  
Diocesan JPII meeting with other local parishes on  
Tuesday Oct. 27th at 7:00pm in the Elizabeth Room.  

Cheryl Reilly, Associate Director of the respect life office for the Archdi-
ocese, will be joining us. Cheryl will discuss important issues along with 
our own events including a day Pilgrimage to the Divine Mercy Shrine 
in Stockbridge. All are welcome! Coffee and cake will be served. For 
more info call Teri Colby 201-485-8242. 

 
For tickets to see these   
talented, bluegrass-playing 
teen brothers, visit 
Itickets.com or for more   
details, visit 
FriendsofLighthousePRC.org. 

    
 
 

Be sure to get your RSVPs back for      
Nativity’s 60th Anniversary Gala at the  

Tides Estates… 
It won’t be the same without YOU! 

Sunday, November 8th 
5:00 PM 

Our 60th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated at 
12:00 noon followed by a reception in the back of 
the Church.  
For more information you can contact the rectory 
201 444-6362 or nativityrcc@aol.com 

 
 
 

 

Mini Clothing Drive for November 7 & 8 
 

General Winter Clothing 
 

Please drop off clothing in the McGrath Room. 

We are looking for a few volunteers to    
complete the team for this ministry.  
The commitment is 4 or 5 times a year! 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is geared   
toward children in grades one through five 

and takes place during the 10:15 am Mass several Sundays 
each month. Children sit with their families when they first arrive. 
Prior to the first reading, they are led out of the church to the 
McGrath Room by adult leaders after receiving a special     
blessing. There, they will hear the Word of God proclaimed from 
the Lectionary for Children and hear a reflection on the reading. 
Children return to the Church following the Universal Prayer. 
If your are interested in joining this wonderful ministry or you 
want  to hear more...contact Beth Anne DeMarco at  
201 670-1497 or beth.demarco99@gmail.com. 


