


January 31, 2016

Mass Please Remember Mass Requested By

Saturday Rosemary & Jerome Claire & Stan Laikowski

Jan. 30th Dobson

5:00 Mass

Sunday January 31st

8:00 Mass | Suzanne Bardzell Pat & Fred Shaver

10:15 Mass | Salvatore Scillieri Joseph & Bernadette
Scillieri

12:00 Mass | Dolores Fusco-Ramsey Daniels Family

Monday Kathleen Hillman Tony & Marion LaFemina

Feb 1st

12:10 Mass

Tuesday Victoria Piejak Barbara & Carol

Feb 2nd

12:10 Mass

Wednesday | Denis O’Shea Kathleen O’Shea

Feb 3rd 4th Anniversary

12l Catherine McGarry Theresa & Tom
McLaughlin

Thursday | Anna & Vito Damiano Josephine & George

Feb 4th Thompson

12:10 Mass

Friday Living & Deceased The Shepherds

Feb 5th Members of Nativity’s

12:10 Mass | Shepherds Ministry

Saturday Ray Atkinson Family

Feb 6th 3rd Anniversary

5:00 Mass

Sunday February 7th

8:00 Mass | Margaret Schiermeister Robert Whiteley

10:15 Mass | Vincenzo Veli Rosalie & John Giudice

12:00 Mass | Marcie McGarr Family

merciful God, take pity on those souls who have no particular

friends and intercessors to recommend them to Thee, who,
either through the negligence of those who are alive, or through length
of time, are forgotten by their friends and by all. May the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Il/is Week At Mativity

WEEK OF

February 1st

Monday | 11:30AM CHA - The Nativity Chaplet
February 1
Tuesday | 11:00AM CHA - Legion of Mary
February2 | 1:00PM MG - Scripture Study
7:30PM C - Choir Practice
Wednesday | 10:00AM OH - Shepherds on the Move
February 3 | 1:00PM OH - Nativity Knits
Thursday | 9:30AM Wortendyke Park, MP - Silver Steppers
February4 | 12:45PM MG - We Are Living Stones Reception
3:30PM S/MG - Thursday CCD Classes
7:00PM CHA - Youth Meeting
7:30PM MG - RCIA Meeting
7:30PM KH - We Are Living Stones Reception
Friday | After 12:10 Mass in the Church
February 5 | Shepherds Meeting & Lunch in the McGrath Rm.
Saturday
February 6
Sunday | 9:00AM S/MG - Sunday CCD Classes
February 7 | 10:15AM C - Family Mass
11:30AM CHA/S - Confirmation Class
12:00 PM C - Baptism during Mass
2:00PM CHA - Private Baptism
KEY
C-Church  OH-O’Connell Hall MG-McGrath Room  CHA-Chapel
S-School  KH-Kennedy Hall  UR-Upper Room R-Rectory

Thank you for your continued generosity shown
to your parish. Sometimes, weekend snow storms
prevent us from getting to Mass. We are still here
working to clear the sidewalks, steps and parking
lots. Please remember the added expenses of a
snow storm with your next offering.

Again, thank you for your continued generosity.

Please remember in your prayers the sick
who have asked Tor our prayers...

Jack Esposito, Helen Godfrey
Please remember in your prayers the recently deceased...
Thomas Donnelly, Susan Artuso, Jennifer Lyn Wymbs,
Geraldina Lama, Ann Brenkert, Fred Thomas,
Robert J. Mazzara, Col. John J. Krozser, Janet Hauck

Thank you for your Weekly Offering

continued support

of your Parish.

Weekly Church Offering $3590 | e
On-Line Giving Weekly Average $1,725 mount needed eac
Assessment Collection $3,150 Weektopayour
Total $ 8,465 parish expenses
Budgeted Revenue* $11,332

Surplus/(Deficit) ($2,867)




A Word
fromthe

Pastor

Dear Friends,

Jeremiah, of whom we hear in our first reading, was given the task
of being Israel’s prophet during their time of exile. Over the course
of a 40-year ministry, the message that the Lord gave him to
preach was a lot heavier on demise and ruin than on hope and
promise. So you can imagine that he may not have been welcomed
so well at that.

Like many prophets before him, Jeremiah thought the best idea
was to escape his calling. He was reluctant to be a prophet
because he didn’t aspire to it. He protested that he was too young
to be a prophet. He thought it quite burdensome.

Certainly, God had some very different ideas. God’s promise to
support him was a surety: “Have no fear before them, because | am
with you to deliver you says the Lord” (Jer 1:8). That reassurance
helped Jeremiah fulfill the mission that God gave him. Now, don't
think that his mission was not without it problems, difficulties or
sethacks. He was hounded, rejected by his family, beaten, thrown
in the stocks; all for his remarks and prophesizing.

Jeremiah persevered in proclaiming God’s message of hope and
repentance to the people of Israel. Jeremiah was to call his people
back to faithfulness, to their covenant.

In the gospel, Jesus is in the temple. There he reads the words
from the Scripture, the words of Isaiah, and instantly he is echoing
the words of the prophets before him; Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and
Jeremiah. And, like the prophets before him; things didn’t go
exactly as positive as he may have hoped or wanted.

Everyone in the synagogue is amazed and happy to hear Jesus’
words at first. Well, that is, until he challenges their lack of faith and
their pride. When he scolds them for their skepticism and disbelief;
he asks them to stretch their own capacity to love. Jesus recalls for
them how God had long ago showed mercy toward gentiles like the
widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian. They risked and
trusted in the God of Israel and were rewarded. The result was they
wished to throw Jesus off a cliff. Ah, the life of a prophet.

The words of God to the prophet Jeremiah are fulfilled in Jesus
and can be fulfilled in us all. “Do not be crushed on their account...l
have made you a fortified city, an iron bar.” (Jer. 1:8, 18)

Doing the Lord’s will, we always win in the end. Let us all have
courage as we strive to faithful discipleship of Jesus.

This week we will start our receptions for the We Are Living
Stones Archdiocesan Campaign. We hope you did return your
cards which we mailed to you a couple of weeks ago and look
forward to seeing you there.

Peace,
Fr. George

Living The Paschal Mystery

If we never meet doubt or opposition over values in our daily
living, then we must examine how committed to the Gospel we
are. Most of us aren't called “professionally” to preach the Good
News. All of us, however, because of our baptism, are committed
to living it. Living the Gospel is what must shape our everyday
choices and responses. This means, for example, that if the
chatter around the water cooler at work grows uncharitable or
coarse, we have the courage to walk away. Another example: if
prejudice exists among our friends and acquaintances, we have
the courage to extol the dignity of the minority. Dying to oneself
means that we place Gospel values before any others and are
willing to stake our lives on them. We might not always concretely
experience God’s protection and deliverance in the given mo-
ment; but we know from Jesus' life that God is there when it really
counts—leading us to Life everlasting.

Catechesis...about Liturgy

Liturgy of the Word: When we claim that God’s word is
enduring, we are saying more than the fact that it is proclaimed
throughout the world every Saturday evening and Sunday (and
weekdays, too!). The mere saying or proclaiming God’s word isn’t
what makes it enduring; it is receiving, internalizing, and living
God's word that makes it enduring. God’s word endures as each
of us is transformed, realizing ever more perfectly the spread of
God's reign. God'’s word endures in us.

Almost always on Sundays the Lectionary selections include both
a prophetic word and a comforting word. First challenge: we must
truly hear God’s word and not let it simply go over our heads. The
best way to hear (receive) God's word is not to come to liturgy
cold; if this is our first hearing, we probably won’t get much out of
the Liturgy of the Word. A good spiritual practice for all of us is to
read the Scriptures well in advance of Sunday so that we can be
thinking about them as we go through our normal everyday
routines.

Second challenge: we must hear God’s word in terms of how it
challenges each of us personally. This means that almost every
Sunday we will hear something in the word that calls us to change
(internalize the word) some behavior or attitude. We must help
ourselves get into the habit of truly listening for that personal word
to us. Let our prayer during the rest of the Mass then be one in
which we beg God’s help to live this word.

Third challenge: we must let that internalized word help us see
what in our personal lives and the world in which we live needs to
be addressed (living the word). Sometimes our world is so
complex that we don't even recognize the hurts and injustices
around us. God’s enduring word within us helps us see our world
with new eyes—God’s eyes. We will no longer be able to take
things for granted; we will begin to understand that hearing God’s
word each Sunday makes demands on us.

d How about Prayer?
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The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Catechetical Center

K-8 PROGRAM: Justa
reminder... There will be
NO CLASSES due to the
School Winter Break
Sunday Group: Feb. 14th,

‘ ®
L L)
Classes will resume

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY February 215.
FIRST PENANCE PROGRAM:Congratulations to the children

of our parish who have received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for
the first time. We pray that they and their families will always be
peacemakers in their homes, in the church and in the world.

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM: The First Communion of
the children in our parish is an event of great joy for our whole
community! We all share the joyful anticipation of the families whose
children will soon begin their preparation to receive Jesus in
Communion for the first time.

There will be many opportunities for the parish community members
to take part in special ways in the First Communion preparation. But,
all of us have a mission to support the children and families in their
spiritual journey by offering them the witness of our faith and prayer.
In the weeks to come we will let you know how you can welcome the
children and their families and help them sense the joy of belonging
to our community.

All parents who have expressed an interest in taking part in the First
Communion program will attend an important meeting to help them
reflect on the place of the Sacrament of Communion in their own
lives and in the lives of their children.

Date of Meeting: Monday, February 8, 2016

Place: Church

Time: 7:30 PM

Children in this grade will now begin their immediate preparation for
First Holy Communion by sharing the “At Home Sessions” and
attending special liturgies.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM:

Just a few reminders...

® Interviews with the Pastor will be scheduled shortly.

No sessions February 14th. Sessions resume February 21st,
Community Service forms are due on March 12,
Mandatory Confirmation Retreat: Saturday March 12t

There are still forms that have not been returned. Please give
your immediate attention to this matter. If you have any
questions or concerns, please call the CCD Office at
201-447-1776.

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

On Sunday February 7, 2016 we will celebrate a Family Mass
highlighting “Scout Sunday” at 10:15 AM. We invite Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts, Venture Scouts and Leaders to attend. Please wear Class
“A” uniform and assemble in the McGrath Room at 10:00 AM.

7ot Nigtivits Next

4
Friday, February 5th
after the 12:10 Mass (Mass is in the Church)
Lunch is in the McGrath Room

Meeting

Guest Speaker

% Jean Marie Herron
Professional Organizing Solutions

The Luncheon is $6.00.
All are asked to reply to Jane by Monday, January 29th
bjguarino@optonline.net or 201-389-3611
Don't forget your canned & dry soups for the Love Fund.

WANTED:
Your Old Falm

Look on us with kindness
as we prepare the ashes
which will mark the beginning
of our Lenten journey.

This year, we are collecting old palm to burn for our ashes for
Ash Wednesday.

Please bring all your old palm in by
Sunday, January 31st
There will be a collection basket
in the Narthex

The Little Black Books for Lent!
'The value of fasting consists not only in avoiding
certain foods, but in giving up of sinful practic-
es. The person who limits his fast only to abstain-
ing from meat is the one who especially lowers
the value of it. Do you fast? Prove it by ding
good works'?
A limited number of Black
Books will be available |
the week-end of /

Feb. 6/7. /

St. John Chrysostom
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SAVE THE DATE!
Calling all Cornerstone Women...

CS-12 Cornerstone Group is holding a
'‘Come Home Again’ Reflective Retreat
for you!

Saturday, March 5™, 2016
From 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm
At St. Luke's Parish Center,
HoHoKus, NJ

Questions? Please email us at:
CS12 Nativity.St.Lukes@gmail.com

Mini Drive

February 13th &14th

New or Gently Used Shoes
Please drop off your donations in the McGrath Room

We are in need of some volunteers who

can assist the ministry with picking up and
932 dropping off furniture.

We are scheduling furniture pick up and drop off on the

third Saturday of the month 7:30 - 10:30 AM.

If you are interested in helping your neighbors in need, or

can use some community service hours, please contact

Tia Patterson for more information at tiapatterson@me.com

gl

o0 “.World Marriage Day + 2«
L) February 14, 2016 - M,
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Mark Your Calendars

for the... Q‘—yj
Nat vity

aeick's Day Dance
Sa’curday, March 12th

Stay tuned for more details!

W{ﬁ“

The committee is in need of
Basket Donations

Please consider donating a basket or an
item for a basket for the raffle. You can
donate as an individual, with 3 group of
friends or as a ministry. The committee is
also in need of empty baskets.

For more information regarding the dance contact
Sue Hartmann at susan1899@gmail.com

For more information regarding the baskets contact
Colleen Keegan at cmk3byz@verizon.net

To recognize World Marriage Day, on the weekend of
February 13/14th, we would like to identify Nativity’s
couples celebrating a special Wedding Anniversary
this year. If you are celebrating your 1st, 5th, 10th,
15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, or
50th+... please complete the form below and you will
receive a special blessing and a certificate at the
Mass you attend.

}< _____________________________________________
World Marriage Day Form

Wife’s Full Name

Husband’s Full Name

2016 Anniversary Celebrating Years
Mass attending February 13/14

Phone Number

Email
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Nativity
StevwardlsI
Update

The real power of today’s gospel comes from reminding people of
what they already know. Sometimes it is easy to hear so it’'s easy to
say. Other times it's good to ruffle some feathers and shake things up
to make folks think truthfully about themselves.

With Lent just around the corner | want to share with you a new twist
on a familiar topic; Stewardship & Lent. It's easy to hear this familiar
story; just the time to start is new.

Stewardship is a way of life that needs constant renewal and
transformation. This time of year we are reflecting on the changes we
need to make in our lives and a starting point to follow through on
those changes. Perhaps those who seek to be better stewards might
find inspiration this Lent in one or more of the following examples...

Stewardship of Prayer

Strengthen your relationship with the Lord through prayer notice how
often you pray and what hinders you from praying. If you are a
beginner, commit to short, daily prayer times.

Stewardship of Family

Set aside more time to stay connected with your family. Eat dinner
together, schedule regular dates with your spouse, plan family
outings, and go to Mass together. Practice patience and forgiveness.

Stewardship of Health
Get those medical and dental checkups. Adopt healthier eating
habits. Add exercise and other physical activity to your daily routine.

Stewardship of Possessions

Formulate a plan to possess a little more “lightly” this year. Consider
ways you can reduce the amount of all that stuff you own. Distinguish
between those items that are necessary and those that are
considered luxurious and unnecessary.

Stewardship of the Parish Family

Starting this Lent, resolve to serve your faith community in some way.
You can start by looking over the many ministries we offer and find
one that interests you and sign up.

Stewardship of Treasure
Take positive steps to improve your financial health. Then check your
budget to see if you can commit a little more to your parish.

So this Lent, instead of giving up chocolate, maybe you can rethink
your Stewardship commitment...Lent is a great time to start.

Attention Nativity Youth

Grades 9-12
Happy 2016!

New Year ~ New Youth Event!
Last month’s theme was Christmas -
this month we have a new theme
with new activities:

4 o 5k S o e A A

GOT MERCY?!
COME SEE WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT AT
NATIVITY'S YOUTH MEETING ON

THIS SUNDAY,
JANUARY 31ST
9 PM

IN O'CONNELL HALL.
WE SUPPLY THE SNACKS
YOU SUPPLY YOUR FRIENDS

(9™-12™ GRADES)
TOGETHER WE CAN CONTINUE
BUILDING A FAITH COMMUNITY
FOR THE YOUTH OF OUR PARISH!!

- Thank You to our
§ | WEARE Volunteers!
¥ | LIVING
P STONES . Over the past weeks, dedicated

volunteers have answered to
our campaign’s needs of time and talent! The
phone, mail, and reception volunteers exceed all
tasks fervently. Without your help, we would not
be successful! If you have not been contacted by a
committee member and are interested in helping,
please call the parish office.

5 Stations of the Cross

February
12, 19, 26
March
4,11, 18

Mark Your Calepdes

Christmas Flowers 2015 Donated
by and in Memory & Honor of

Debra, Jim & Mom & Dad
Mrs. Matilda Daunno




