








August 14, 2016                                                                 The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catechesis…about Liturgy 
 

Liturgy and strife: Strife and divisions are not located only 
within family households; they can also be evidenced on liturgy 
committees and in parishes! There are probably few things in 
parish life which cause divisions the way the decisions about 
the celebration of liturgy can. Is it not ironic that the very cele-
bration whereby we express our unity in the Body of Christ can 
be the cause for so much anger, anguish, and divisiveness?  
Sometimes a parish can be radically split about how to cele-
brate liturgy because “good” liturgy is judged in terms of what 
individuals or groups want, desire, or find satisfying. Ideally, 
everyone would come to Mass each Sunday and go home sat-
isfied, filled, and spiritually and emotionally fed. In reality, this 
does not happen to everyone in the same way and the same 
time. One way to deal with this issue is to remember that the 
purpose of liturgy is not primarily to satisfy our personal needs; 
the purpose of liturgy is to give God praise and thanksgiving by 
offering ourselves with Christ on the altar. Only by such self-
giving, and by keeping this the focus, can we hope to over-
come divisions and improve our celebration of liturgy. Celebrat-
ing good liturgy means that we surrender our own desires to 
the larger good of the whole community.  

 Church of the Nativity  
 @nnu[l Golf Outing 

 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus,   
Pope John XXIII, Council 5498 

 

Monday, September 12, 2016 
River Vale Country Club 

$130 Per Golfer 
 

The Outing Includes… 
18 Holes of golf (scramble format), cart,  
buffet (after golf), gifts for each golfer,  

 

Prizes for… 
best team scores, longest drive,  

closest to the pin, etc. 
 

First Hole-In-One at the 14th Hole  
Prize: a 2016 Volvo Donated by Kundert Volvo 

First Hole-In-One at the 8th Hole 
Prize: $500 Donated by Kundert Volvo 

Registration forms available on the website and 
on the Literature Rack in the back of the Church 

 
 
 
 

 

For more information, please contact  
 

Andy Ferrone: ajferrone@optimum.net 
Frank Simek: fjsimek@gmail.com Bob Hoeppner: cuffs2001@aol.com 

Please register early — space is limited 
Payment Due by August 20th 

FALL BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
'Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.’ 

 

When someone we love has been taken from us, we often find       
ourselves dealing with change and transition. Many offer their help, but 
do not always understand the loss we are feeling. Bereavement      
support groups are one way to find support from others who are going 
through the same process. We cannot go around the grief  process, 
over it, or under it. We need to go through it; we need to be good to 
ourselves, putting balance into our lives through prayer,  reading,    
resting, relaxation and work. Grief takes time. Unrealistic expectations 
undermine the healing process. 
 

The parishes of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. Gabriel and St. Catharine 
are jointly sponsoring a fall Bereavement Support Group. You need not 
be a parishioner to attend. The group will meet in Glen Rock at St. 
Catharine Church (905 South Maple Avenue) on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:30-9:00pm and will run for nine consecutive weeks beginning on 
September 27 and ending on November 22. 
 

Pre-registration is required; please contact Drew Rodney at 
201-214-4637. All calls are confidential. 

Nativity’s 
“Stairway  
Project”  
is now  

complete! 
 

We hope you are    
enjoying the        
repaired steps     
leading up to the 
church from the 
parking lot. They 
are just like 
new ...probably 
even better! 
 
With a grateful 
heart, we thank the 

parishioner, whose generous gift, allowed 
us to make the stairs safe again for us all.  
 

Now Nativity has our own, new and       
improved, “Stairway to Heaven”! 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ONE PERSON CAN ONLY DO SO MUCH 
  

Asa Kent Jennings was a frail man planning to be a   
Methodist minister, but World War I intervened. Asa 
served with the Red Cross, ending up in Smyrna in     
western Turkey as the Turks marched on the city.        
Foreigners fled. Asa stayed with 350,000 refugees. The 
army rampaged and set Smyrna ablaze. American and 
British warships patrolling the coast did nothing. Asa   
arranged food supplies, then set out find Ataturk, the 
Turkish leader, to ask safe passage for the surviving    
refugees; Ataturk gave him eleven days. Asa requested 
ships from the Greek government, which questioned 
Asa’s identity. As the only American left, he boldly said, “I 
am the top American official in Smyrna.” He spent the 
next year directing a fleet that saved over a million       
refugees. Who remembers Asa Jennings today? Yet think 
of all those refugees’ descendants and what good they 
may have done in this world just because of one man’s 
efforts. 
 

 

Living Stewardship Now 
God wants you for some task that only you can do. Don’t 
wait for the “right” moment. Volunteer now.  
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Saturday September 17, 2016 
Outdoor Mass - 4:00 PM 

Picnic to follow 
Rain date: Sunday, September 18th after 12:00 Noon Mass 
 
 
 

 
This year, why not consider being part of  

this impressive team of volunteers.  
There are so many different tasks,  

you are sure to find a job that will suit you.  
Please contact Sue Hartmann at 201 652-1899 or 

susan1899@gmail.com 
 

The Parish Picnic  
has become one of the parish’s  
biggest community events… 

it won’t be the same without you! 

It’s that time of the year 
again when school     
supplies need to be   

purchased. We would like to think of our friends at the York 
Street Project and give them some school items to get them on 
their way.  

We will be collecting the school supplies at Masses 
 August 2oth & 21st 

Below is a list of supplies that are needed. If you have any  
questions, please contact Janet Nemec at the rectory. Thank 
you again for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 

Newark Archdiocesan 
Jubilee of Mercy  

Pilgrimage  
 

Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception 

Washington, DC 
 

Saturday,  
October 22, 2016 

 

More details to follow 
 


